Open the brackets using the appropriate tense-form: Past Simple, Past Continuous, Past Perfect.
1. By the time I (get) to the station the train (leave). 

2.  The children (start) a fire. They (play) with matches.
3.  Brenda (disappear) before I (have) time to talk to her.
4.  Bruce (go) to hospital because he (cut) his hand while he (try) to mend a broken window.
5.  When Jack (not/arrive) by 6 p.m. I (know) he (miss) the bus.
6.  We scarcely (start) eating when there (be) another scream.
7.  We (look) through the agreement before we (sign) it.
8.  I (be) very pleased when my son (find) my watch.
9.  Nina (think) she (leave) her purse in a locker in the changing room the day before.
10.  I (wake) up and (look) out of the window. Everything (be) white. 
11.  Not until I (look) at my watch did I realize how much time (pass).
12.  Karen (admit) that she (make) a mistake and (apologize).
13.  Isabel (send) a postcard to the girl she (make) friends with.
14.  They (run) out of petrol because Paul (use) the car se​veral times before.
15.  When we (get) to the airport we (hear) that they (cancel) all the flights.
16.  When our teacher (see) what Tom (do) she (be) absolu​tely furious.
19.  My old watch (work) very well for many years before I (drop) it.
20.  I (have) to be early the next morning, so I (excuse) myself and (leave) the party.
21.  When Mr Gabb (come) out of the water, he (find) that somebody (take) all his clothes.
22.  After the movie (finish) they (decide) to get something to eat.
23.  It was not surprising that she (start) getting a bad tooth​ache. She (not/go) to the dentist for two years.
24.  Her work (look) really neat because she (use) the computer.
25.  The chairman's main fault was that he persistently (interrupt) the speakers before they (finish).
26. After she (dress) and (eat) her breakfast, Linda (rush) off to her office for a meeting with her accountant.
27. Peter already (see) that musical before he (read) the re​view about it.
28.  By the time Bill (leave) school, he (speak) good French and German. When he (be) at university he (learn) Italian and Spanish.
29.  Yesterday Jenny (send) me a very apologetic letter explaining why she (not/do) what she (promise).
30.  The bank (tell) me last week there (be) no money in my account. I (spend) it all.
31.  The label (come) off the tin and I didn't know how to cook the meat.
32.  When I (get) back after lunch, Jean (tell) me that some​body (phone) when I (be) out.
33.  While I (try) to get my car started, a passing car (stop) and the driver (offer) to help me.
34.  Penicillin was discovered when Alexander Fleming (find) some mould growing on a laboratory dish he (leave) be​side the window.
35. David (admit) that he (hit) the other car, but (say) he (not/damage) it.
36. Jane (miss) the party because no one (inform) her about it.
37.  As Lucy (walk) home, she (try) to remember what (happen).
38.  By the time the last marathon runner (cross) the finishing line, nearly everyone (go) home.
39.  The house (burn) to the ground by the time the fire brigade (arrive).
